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VII. FAfefEe st i &1 <1 7 618 Hi

The Mother in the play is Prakriti’s mother. She belongs to a low-caste. She believes
that she and her daughter Prakriti are untouchables. She has taught Prakriti that an evil
fate has cast her in the filth. No spade in the world can clear it. So she is unclean. She
should remain in her own limit. Her very prescnce will taint others. That was the reason
why Prakriti go surprised, when Ananda asked her to give him some water. It was
Ananda who awakened her to truth and wisdom. He said that all human beings are
equal. She is also a human being like him. He asked her not to humiliate herself, self-
humiliation is a sin, worse than self-murder. Ananda’s wise words gave a new life to
Prakriti. Prakriti’s mother is a loving mother. She loves her daughter very dearly. She
gets worried when Prakriti keeps waiting at the well for the arrival of Ananda. She tells
her mother that she has given her heart to the monk. She longs for meeting him and
making love to him. Her mother warns her. She asks her to forget the monk. Her mother
asks Prakriti if she has no respect for religion. At this Prakriti replies that a religion that

insults is a false religion. She respects him who respects her.
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